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April 25: Guatemalan Deputy Interior Minister Alvaro Cuevas confirmed that on Tuesday police
searched US-owned bank branches operating without authorization and allegedly laundering
drug trade profits. Offices of Universal National Bank of Miami, Florida, and New York-based
Republic National Bank were targeted. Cuevas said, "Police found in both banks "a large quantity
of counterfeit money and plenty of proof of money laundering," he said. Security forces have been
ordered to shut down other banks and illegal currency dealers who officials allege have been
engaged in money laundering.
April 27: According to members of La Mesilla in Tucson, Ariz., in the border war against drugs,
the "drug trafficker profile" is a description of Mexicans and Chicanos. La Mesilla member Isabel
Garcia Gallegos told Notimex that the control over Hispanics in Arizona's border region is similar
to that applied on Palestinians and South Africans. She added that the area had been engulfed in a
"hysteria" against anyone who looks Latin American. Another La Mesilla member, Jesus Romo, said
that for federal authorities in Arizona it is enough for a Mexican to have a precious stone or a piece
of gold to be a drug trafficking suspect. A recent case of abuse of authority involved Border Patrol
agents firing 100 shots three M-16 rounds and emptying a pistol at two young Mexicans.
Arnoldo Duarte, 15, and Mario Alberto Grijalva, 19, entered Arizona in a pickup truck. After
being detected by the Border Patrol, they attempted to return to Sonora, and were fired upon. The
youths complained to the US consul in Nogales. They were then arrested and imprisoned on illegal
immigration charges, among others. Garcia said that along the border reliable data on the abuses
of authority and rights abuses against Mexicans is not obtainable. However, these abuses occur on
a daily basis, she added. Romo noted that all Mexicans crossing the border fall into what the US
authorities' "drug trafficker profile." According to this description, he said, any Latin American is a
potential trafficker.
Members of La Mesilla say that after the recent political changes in Eastern Europe, the anti-drug
crusade became the new war of passion in the US. Romo said, "Now we [Hispanics] are the enemy."
In March, three Mexican youths traveling in a pickup truck were stopped by customs agents in
Arizona who said they suspected the youths were transporting drugs.
Because the boys were frightened, they jumped out of the truck and attempted to flee. A customs
official abruptly opened the door of his car, knocking one of the boys to the ground. One of the
boys suffered severe injuries when a customs agent drove a car over his legs. Last summer, another
Mexican national was "forgotten" by the Border Patrol who locked him into a unventilated room
without food or water for three days. A janitor discovered the man suffering from dehydration.
April 27: In Mexico City, acting director of the US Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA) Terrence
Burke, said that drug producer nations will benefit from efforts to return part of captured spoils
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from drug traffickers. April 30: In Hermosillo, Mexico, US consul Robert M. Witajewsky said that if
Mexico proposes changing the rules of DEA operation in its national territory, the US government
would respect such decision. He was responding to questions about the abduction of Mexican
Humberto Alvarez Machain by bounty hunters in Mexico, and his subsequent arrest by DEA agents
in El Paso, Texas.
May 1: The Mexican attorney general's office reported that anti-drug police arrested five persons
charged with drug trafficking and seized 852 kg. of marijuana and a vehicle in Veracruz and Oaxaca
states.
May 2: In testimony during a Senate Appropriations Committee hearing, acting DEA director
Terrence Burke said DEA agents had no role in the abduction of Humberto Alvarez Machain. He
added, "We broke no United States law that I'm aware of." The Mexican doctor was abducted from
his Guadalajara office April 2 and flown by private jet the following day to El Paso, where he was
arrested in connection with the 1985 torture-killing of DEA agent Enrique Camerena. In Santa
Fe, New Mexico, Attorney General Richard Thornburgh met with Mexican counterpart Enrique
Alvarez del Castillo. According to an unidentified Mexican official quoted by the Washington Post,
del Castillo will press for "new rules" of law enforcement cooperation between the two countries,
including permitting Mexican police officers to operate in the US. He added, "If DEA has agents
in Mexico, then Mexico needs to have the same number of people in the United States" with the
same privileges and diplomatic immunity. US officials said they intend to demand that Mexico
turn over further suspects wanted in the Camarena murder investigation. A long line of US court
decisions have held that a fugitive can stand trial in the US even if the arrest abroad was improper
or illegal. A Justice Department opinion issued earlier this year said the FBI had the authority to
seize fugitives in a foreign country without permission from that nation's government. The Mexican
Attorney General's office said police in northern Mexico arrested two suspects and seized some 53
kg. of heroin enough for 8.6 million individual doses. The seizure took place during a raid on a drug
processing lab in Sinaloa and Sonora states. Since President Carlos Salinas took office in December
1988, Mexican police have confiscated 740 kg. of heroin.
May 5: Colombian Gen. Humberto Castaneda told the RCN radio network that army troops
supported by fighter bombers and helicopter gunships raided jungle laboratories in Meta
department, 322 km. southeast of Bogota, and seized 36,000 kg. of cocaine. It was the largest haul
of cocaine in Colombia since March 10, 1984, when agents seized 9,900 kg. Two men were killed
and 14 were arrested in the raids, said Castaneda. One of the five planes seized was from Bolivia,
Castaneda said. Luis Santacruz Echeverri, described as the US coordinator for the Cali (Colombia)
drug ring, and associate Guillermo Penagos, pleaded guilty to drug charges in a Miami court.
Santacruz was arrested in Chicago in June 1989, when police seized a 2.5 ton cocaine shipment.
According to the Drug Enforcement Administration (DEA), Santacruz's half-brother Jose Santacruz
Londono is co-leader of the Cali organization. The DEA announced it had served warrants to seize
$17.6 million from 72 accounts at 20 Southern Florida banks believed to belong to money laundering
schemes run by Colombian drug rings. Federal investigators determined that the Medellin drug
syndicate made $1.2 billion from cocaine sales in the US from 1987 to 1989. In Medellin, Colombia,
a 250-kg. dynamite bomb was discovered in a pickup truck in a parking lot. Police said the truck
also contained 50 kg. of loose metal such as screws and ball bearings. Four people were arrested in
the incident. A truck bomb exploded outside Cali, Colombia, according to national police sources.
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Comprised of an estimated 99 kg. of dynamite, the bomb destroyed a tourist complex. There were
no casualties. Officials said the explosion, the third in the area in a five-day period, caused millions
of dollars worth of property damage. Military sources reported that the bombings may be part of a
conflict between the Medellin and Cali drug rings.
May 6: Colombian military spokespersons said they had proof the Colombian Revolutionary Armed
Forces (FARC) guerrillas collaborated with the Medellin drug ring to protect four large jungle camps
in southern Colombia. They said 12 tons, or an estimated $900 million worth of cocaine, was found
in the remote camps in Meta department by Saturday. Colombian Gen. Miguel Gomez Padilla
reported in a communique that the police and army had destroyed 20 tons of cocaine (including
the 12 seized in Meta) thus far in 1990. The quantity seized throughout 1989 came to 30 tons. Next,
Gomez said the security forces had seized 214 tons of coca leaf, one ton of coca paste, and 230 tons
of marijuana. He added that 2,102 persons had been arrested in 174 operations, and 64 cocaine
processing labs, 42 clandestine airstrips, and a half million gallons of chemicals used in drug
refining were destroyed. According to a report by ABC Television, the Medellin drug ring attempted
recently to purchase more than 100 shoulder-fired anti-aircraft missiles in the US to shoot down
planes and helicopters carrying President Virgilio Barco and his cabinet ministers. The FBI, said
ABC, had arrested an alleged member of the Medellin group during the weekend and charged him
with conspiracy to illegal purchase weapons. Unidentified sources cited by ABC said the Medellin
capos reportedly offered nearly $6 million for the Stinger missiles and 1,000 machine guns.
May 7: FBI sources in Miami confirmed press reports on the arrest of Colombians Luis Fernando
Arcila Giraldo and Antonio Ramos Tinoco in Miami and Tampa on May 5, after they had attempted
to purchase Stinger missiles. The two men reportedly offered more than $1 million for an
unspecified number of missiles and other weapons to an undercover FBI agent. The undercover
investigation had gone on for three months in Polk county. The FBI office in Miami declined to
confirm whether the weapons were intended for use against Colombian President Barco. Ramos
Tinoco said the Stingers would be used to shoot government helicopters out of the air. Both
Colombians are charged with conspiracy to receive stolen property and export arms illegally as
well as aiding and abetting the importation and possession with intent to distribute marijuana and
cocaine. The FBI stated that the men said Arcila Giraldo was an associate of Medellin drug ring boss
Pablo Escobar.
May 8: Colombia's Judicial Police agents went on a high state of alert after discovering that
suspected drug traffickers planned to destroy their headquarters with a "house-bomb." Col. Oscar
Pelaez, head of the Judicial Police, said the traffickers had tried to buy several houses around the
headquarters in Bogota with the intent of packing one of them with powerful explosives and then
blowing it up to destroy the headquarters. Pelaez said security around the headquarters had been
intensified. Cars are not permitted any closer than 600 meters from the building, and motorists and
pedestrians are being checked. The headquarters is located between two hospitals in the southern
part of the city. After a two-hour meeting with Bolivian President Jaime Paz Zamora in Washington,
President George Bush expressed satisfaction with the Bolivian government's anti-drug efforts,
and promised to provide more aid. According to Asst. Secretary of State Bernard Aronson, in the
first four months of 1990, Bolivian security forces eradicated 3,682 ha. of coca plants, compared with
2,500 ha. in all of 1989. In addition, 3.5 tons of coca paste were seized in the four-month period,
compared with four tons throughout 1989. Aronson said 40,000 ha. of coca were under cultivation
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in Bolivia's main coca-growing region. Bolivia produces 30% of the world's coca, ranking as the
second largest source. Bolivia and the US are expected to sign a new extradition treaty. Paz Zamora's
government has called on the advanced capitalist nation governments to provide $350 million
for coca crop substitution. Washington has been requested to provide Bolivia with $150 million
in economic aid. The US is expected to increase military aid to Bolivia from $5 million in 1989 to
$40 million for 1991. In Pereira, Colombia (117 km. west of Bogota), a car-bomb exploded outside
the civil register's offices, killing one person and injuring five others. The explosion damaged the
government offices, several houses, shops and vehicles. No one claimed responsibility. [Basic
data from Notimex, 04/26/90, 04/27/90, 04/30-05/02/90, 05/04/90, 05/06/90, 05/07/90; AFP, 04/25/90,
05/02/90, 05/05/90, 05/06/90, 05/08/90; Prensa Latina (Cuba), 05/08/90, 05/09/90; Noticias de Radio
Nacional (Argentina), 05/06/90; Miami Herald, 04/28/90; Washington Post, 05/03/90; AP, 05/05/90,
05/07/90, 05/08/90; Xinhua, 05/07/90]
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